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Hoboken police unions and supporters march on Washington Street Page 2 of 2

"Stop police layoffs, Keep Hoboken safe!" they're now chanting outside City Hall. Other chants used tonight

to keep the momentum going include, "Hey hey, ho ho, Zimmer's got to go" and "Stop police layoffs." Either
way, the message is louder and clearer than ever.

The group first gathered in front of Police Headquarters on Hudson Street and eventually marched in droves

up one side of Washington Street, turning around at 7th Street and marching back toward City Hall where
they are now gathering.

A busload of senior citizens sporting yellow t-shirts with the "Keep Hoboken Safe" campaign fogo has also
now arrived.

As they walked, people came out of their restaurants and businesses, some simply watching the crowds go
by and others clapping, ushering on the protest.

"I'm all for the cops," said Craig King.

The Jersey City resident has a girlfriend in Hoboken and began dancing along to the cheers as the protesters
walked by. "They do a great job out there."

Katie Colaneri/The Jersey Journal

Hoboken residents and police officers protest Mayor Dawn Zimmer's layoff plan on Washington Street.
"Mayor Zimmer in your office these are the residents of Hoboken. Listen to them!" Vince Lombardi, PBA

president, shown above, just called from the steps of City Hall.
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Police officers, union leaders respond to Zimmer's layoff recall,
"Keep Hoboken Safe" campaign suspended

Published: Friday, September 24, 2010, 2:07 PM  Updated: Friday, September 24, 2010, 2:30 PM

Katie Colaneri/The Jersey Journal

City of Hoboken

Hoboken Mayor Dawn Zimmer announced this morning that the layoffs of some Hoboken police officers
have been rescinded and the rest have been put on hold.

At the eleventh hour, Mayor Dawn Zimmer announced today a redeployment plan that will put on
hold, and possibly eliminate, the planned layoffs of Hoboken Police officers. .

In response, the Hoboken PBA has suspended its "Keep Hoboken Safe" campaign led by public relations
firm Vision Media which included several public protests, t-shirts, flyers, banners and a TV commercial. The

measure also calls off a mass e-mail to Hoboken residents and yet another protest scheduled for next week.

"I think it was the right outcome and it took a while to get there," said Vince Lombardi, president of the
PBA. "It's unfortunate we had to get the public involved."

"I'm confident that we can move forward and settie our differences.”

"I could breathe, put it that way, for the men in my rank,” said Ed Drishti, president of the PSOA, a union

for superior officers. "It's because we burned the midnight oil the last couple of days."

Drishti said that he and Lombardi sat down with Zimmer this week to discuss ways to save the jobs of the
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18 officers who were set to be laid off today.

"It's been a very stressful week not knowing what was going to happen," said Jonathan Mecka, 24, who
addressed the City Council on Sept. 15 to plead for his job.

Mecka showed up at City Hall just after the 11 a.m. press conference concluded to shake the hands of his
union leaders.

Meanwhile, Josue Velez, a 24-year-old Iraqi war veteran, was all smiles.

-

Katie Colaneri/The Jersey Journal

Josue Velez, far left, speaks to Carmelo Garcia, middle, and Vince Lombardi, right.
"I'm happy as you can imagine," he said. "I feel like a big weight has been lifted off my shoulders.”

At the press conference, Zimmer spoke along with Chief of Police Anthony Falco, Sr. and Housing
Authority Director Carmelo Garcia to explain the plan that takes attrition into account.

The city has accepted the retirements of five officers. Another seven have submitted written commitments

that they, too, will retire by Dec. 1. One officer on disability will not be returning to the department.

Another five officers will be paid by the Hoboken Housing Authority as part of the recently formed
Housing Authority Police Beaureau.

"Together these initiatives will enable us to achieve our financial objectives, while averting Police layoffs and

making our streets safer with a 38 percent increase in patrol officers on the streets," said Zimmer.

f
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The redeployment plan is subject to approval by the City Council, but officials are confident that there will be
no police fayoffs come December.

The layoffs of 17 city employees will go into effect as of the end of the workday today.

"I want to take the opportunity to thank those employees for their dedicated service to the City," said
Zimmer. '

© 2010 Nl.com. All rights reserved.

http://blog.nj .com/hobokennow_impact/print.lltlnl?elltry=/20 10/09/police_officers union 1... 9/30/2010



www.edmecka.com

EX. M



www.edmecka.com

NJ.com's Printer-Friendly Page Page 1 of 1

“%

Everything Jersay

Hoboken lays off 13 city workers, not 18 as originally planned

Tuesday, September 28, 2010
By KATIE COLANERI
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

HOBOKEN - The number of City Hall efnployees laid off Friday was reduced from the original goal of 18 to
13, city officials announced yesterday.

"Due to bumping rights, some of those personnel would not have the necessary training which would create
inefficiencies,” city spokesman Juan Melli said in explaining the reduced number of layoffs,

"That process (the original goal of 18 layoffs) would have moved some people into positions where they
didn't have the training they need," he added.

Bumping rights are part of the union agreement and give senior employees being laid off the right to replace
junior employees not being laid off in positions for which they have the necessary qualifications.

Although five City Hall employees whose positions were on the chopping block got to keep theirjobs, 13
other employees in three city departments cleaned out their desks Friday afternoon.

Mayor Dawn Zimmer thanked the laid off employees for their service to the city at a press conference

Friday morning before announcing the redeployment plan that spared the city from laying off 18 police
officers.

Yesterday, Business Administrator Arch Liston said he saw "no change whatsoever" in the running of City
Hall without the emplqyees who were laid off.

- "Actually, it's opened some space for us,” he said.

Several remaining city employees declined to comment.
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